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a RICHARD S. FINNIE: 3I0GRaPHICaL NOT? 5; 
WITH SPECIAL RUFERENCE, TO NORTHERN EX PEPIENCE = 

Pt after having spent the first three yeurs of his life in Dawson es 
City, Yukon Territory, where he was born on August 24, 1906, as 
Richard eeatuin Finnie grew up in Ottawa and became an explor ;. 

G 

m4 


a journalist, film-maker and lecturer specializing in northern 
Canada for twenty years (1924-1944) , During the next cuarter-= 
century te filmed and wrote about people ana events in many 
countries, but eventually gravitated back to his native northland, 
his first and abiding “feographical and historical interest. 


His father was Oswald Sterling PimeaLe )- 38564, ° Bs 


newly-created Northwest Territories and Yukon 3ranch of that 
department, a post he held until his retirement at the ena tese19$1. 
Rievard Fignte's mother, Nelly Louise, was a caignter of Richard 
Roediger, founding proprietor of phe Dawson Daiiv Yews, 1899~1909. 
She and 0. S. Finnie were married in Dawson City in 1904, 

Highlights of Richard Finnie's early career included 
Five Se@Borne “expéetitioens ‘tothe Bastern Canadian Arctic, the first 
flight ever made over the North Mugnetic Pole ard around Aing Williar 
Tsland,°a yéar-among the .Corpper “sximos, journe:s throush the 
Vackenzie District, the first direct flight from Norman Wells to 


““uhitehorse, and two years as northern adviser and rilm-naker with 


the civilian contractors and the U. S. Army Corns of “ngineers for 


the building of the Alaska Highway and its related Canol Project. 


Subsequently, as official historian and film producer of 


3echtel Corporation, with heudquarters in San Francisco, he covered 
in word and picture that organization's engineering and construction 


projects in many lands until his retirement in 1963. 
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) R. jurd 3. Finnie 


come of his Bechtel assignments were in northern 
locutions: a refinery project in Norway, iron-ore and hydroelectric 
projects in Labrador, the first major Athabasca eee 
development in northern Alberta, and Alaska's first big crude-oil 
pipeline and offshore tanker-loading facility in Cook Inlet. 

Ee has lectured on northern subjects at universities 
and musewrs and under the auspices of various societies across 
Canada and the United States. He is the author of a half-dozen 
books (three on the North), innumerable magazine articles, and the 
writer-director-photographer-producer of adcut eighty socumentary 
poamandustr.a) films dating from 1926 "to: 1966. 

He is an honorary member of the Yuxor Order of Pioneers 
and a fellow of The Sxplorers Club and of the Aretic Institute of 
Porc america. 

PeSmUGMe wa nce dol) has) Deen in Selveiere sarin Couniy. 


who 
Pet ornia. pet Seairst wife, aAlyce.va San rranciscan,/accompanied 


aor 


him on a couple of Arctic trips, died in 1945. Eis present wife, 
Anne, €@lso # San Franciscan, who has also gone north with him, is 
a ereat—-srandduushter of Louis Sloss, founding president of the 
pte ta COmper cial Company, and a granddaughter of Leon eloss,a 


president of the old Northern Conimercial Cowrary. 


Me 


* Lure of the North (“ctay, Thiletelphia, 1940}, Canada Moves North 
(Yacmillan, New York and Toronto, 1942 and 1948), Cenol (Privately 


Printed, San Francisco, 1945). 
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august 1906. Growing up in Ottewa, he became an explorer, 
writer, historian and film-maker specializing in the 

Northwest Territories and the Yukon, much of which he has 

covered on many journeys since 1524 besides faraway places 
elsewhere around the WORD. Ce omcne. ducnOCmeO. numerous 
Peeiogine 2rivicies and three sbooks on the orth, severaiyon 

otner subjects, and has produce! about eighty documentary films, 
tie 1s an honorary member of the Yukon Crder of Pioneers and a 
Fellow of both The Explorers Club and The arctic Institute of 
North america. Retired from 3echtel Corporation, a multinational 
engineering-sconstruction orgunization, he resides in s3elvedere, 
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California, near Sun Francisco. 
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